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Harvest Long Lunch a Winner for the Wakefield Community Hub
     by Charlotte Thynne

Well, it turns out that there is indeed nothing like a good feast!

The Harvest Long Lunch on the 29th of March was an outstanding success!  170 people seated at a 60m table stretching the length of 
the Wakefield School playing field, wined and dined and entertained in finest style.  All food was sourced locally and skillfully prepared 
by a team of top New Zealand chefs and local volunteers.  Diners, many from Nelson and Richmond, and as far afield as Australia and 
Canada, delighted in the delicious food, the beautiful setting and sense of community.  

The event raised $20,000 for the Wakefield Community Hub project, and was a heartening example of just what our community can do 
when we come together.  The whole event was a wonderful showcase of the varied skills squirrelled away in our community, and that 
people put their hands up and said, “I can help with that,” “let me do this,” is incredibly exciting for our village. 

Thanks to the group who came up with the idea and made it happen: Judith, Volker, Elspeth, Don, Megan and Agnes.  Thanks also to the 
incredible donors and sponsors who supported the event, and the volunteers who gave their time, your generosity is hugely appreciated.  

The success of the Harvest Long Lunch highlights the need for a new Wakefield community hub – a place where we can come together 
to play, work and socialize.  The hub project sits front and centre in the Tasman District Council’s Long Term Plan, and the draft Annual 
Plan for 2026-27.  With more fundraising events like the Harvest Long Lunch the hub steering committee is confident we can meet our 
fundraising target and get this vital project 
completed.

Do you have an idea for a fundraiser?  The 
hub steering committee will help you make 
it happen. 

Contact us:
via our website: www.waimeasouth.org.nz
by email: info@waimeasouth.org.nz
by phone: 021 047 1092

C’mon Wakefield!  
Let’s make it happen!
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WINDOW ON WAKEFIELD

How it works…
Window on Wakefield is produced and published by Waimea South Community 
Facility Charitable Trust.  All businesses advertising in this publication incur a cost for the 
advertising space allocated, depending on the size and location of the advertisement.  
The funds raised from this advertising are used to cover the costs of printing Window on 
Wakefield.  No parties are paid for the time involved with editing, coordinating and 
publishing this paper.  It is the intention that if surplus funds are raised from advertising, that 
these will be held to be used for other community projects.  The bank reconciliations and 
financial reports related to this account will be made available to any person who wishes 
to view them.  

Content…
Window on Wakefield is a community newspaper, and as such, we look forward to having 
articles and content contributed by our community.  If you wish to submit a one off article, 
or suggest some regular content, please make contact with Sonia on 541 9005 or email 
windowonwakefield@gmail.com and read the Terms and Conditions below. 

We try to ensure information published is truthful and accurate, but do not check the facts 
of the articles and therefore cannot attest to their validity.  While all reasonable care is 
exercised, we do not accept liability for any loss whatsoever incurred through our errors, 
acts or omissions in relation to the content of an article, or for any consequences of readers 
relying on the information published.  Opinions expressed by contributors do not necessarily 
represent the views of the Waimea South Community Facility Charitable Trust, nor are they 
necessarily endorsed by the Editor or Publisher.

Advertising…
If your business wishes to advertise in Window on Wakefield, please make contact with 
Genie on 027 306 4237 or email info@promoteyou.co.nz and a rate card will be sent.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS REGARDING PUBLISHING OF CONTENT

a.  All articles and other content submitted for publishing must disclose the author’s name or 
     where the article/content is contributed by a community group, then that community group’s  
     name.

b.  All images should be provided to us in a high quality PDF format.  We take no responsibility
     for the quality of reproduction for images that are not supplied to us in this format.

c.  If you wish to make changes to an article or content already submitted, please ensure 
     these are communicated to us before the relevant deadline date.

d.  When you submit an article or other content for publishing you:
     ● agree that the submitted material and/or images can be reproduced by the Editor or 
        Publisher at any time without your prior approval
     ● agree that all photographs submitted for publishing are provided free of charge, and 
        the approval to print has been obtained from any persons shown in the photo - this is 
        the responsibility of the person submitting the photo
     ● acknowledge that all material is held by us at your risk and is not insured by us.  
        Material will only be returned on request and may otherwise be destroyed by us
    ● warrant and undertake that no statement, image, representation or information 
       contained in your supplied article or content:
	 * is or is likely to be misleading or deceptive;
	 * is at all defamatory, in breach of copyright, trademark or other intellectual or 
                 industrial property right; 
	 * is otherwise in breach of the Copyright Act 1994, Defamation Act 1992, or any 
                 provision of any Statute, Regulation or rule of law.

e.  We reserve the right to decline the publication of any article or any content whatsoever 
     on any grounds that we in our absolute discretion see fit.

NEXT EDITION
We do out best to have it out the first full week of each month
All Advertising to be submitted by the 20th of the Month prior
All Content to be submitted by the 23rd of the Month prior
For Advertising please contact Promote You 027 306 4237

For Content please contact All Accounts Matter Ltd 541 9005 or 03 541 9055 if calling from a cellphone

Jill O’Brien
R D 1 Wakefield

Rural Mail Contractor
FOR ALL YOUR 
MAIL NEEDS

Stamps, Parcels, Freight
Phone 541 8963

Mobile 027 324 2126

Don’t Despair!

Did Your Business

Miss Out This Time 

We have saved

a spot for the next

publication 

Just for your business

Give us a call
027 306 4237

or
Email

info@promoteyou.co.nz
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by Amy Devlin

Welcome to Term Two at Wakefield 
Playcentre. 

We have had some wonderful 
excursions over the hol idays, 
Rabbit Island is always a big hit with 
the tamariki, exploring, building, 
playing and even testing the water 
temperature!

What wonderful bakers we have at 
Playcentre. 

The tamariki have been baking 
ANZAC biscuits to share on 
session. 

Such a wonderful way to learn 
skills, with authentic conversations 
happening around the baking table 
between parents and peers.

We are open daily from 9:30am 
to 12 and 1pm on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. 

All welcome, we would love to see 
you there.

Wakefield Playcentre
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Two Exciting Fundraisers coming up

Book your tickets now for two great nights of entertainment, and 
support the Wakefield Community Hub!

Two short plays for two nights only – 
Friday 22 and Saturday 23 May.

Country Players and Glad To Be Here NZ present two hilarious 
adult comedies:
-  The Circus of Lord Azure the Miraculous.  
Fresh from the Nelson Fringe Festival
-  The Extraordinary Revelations of Orca the 
Goldfish.  Love tangles with fantasy.

Forty Years Below: An Evening in Antarctica 
with Roger Lusby – Friday 26 June.

Diese l  mechan ic ,  poet  and mus ic ian , 
Roger  Lusby  has  been most  p laces 
and done most  th ings .   Th is  en thra l l ing 
even ing  takes  the  aud ience th rough 
Roger ’s  year  on  the  ice  in  1969-70 w i th 
s tunn ing  photographs ,  v ideo,  songs 
and s to r ies ,  and a  spec ia l  fea ture  –  a 
t r ibu te  to  S i r  Ernes t  Shack le ton ’s  ep ic 
Antarc t i c  adventures .  

Book for both shows now at 
www.waimeasouth.org.nz/events/ 

Wakefield Community Hub [contd...]
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Town and Country Vet
   by Brenda Halliwell, Vet

A reminder that cat owners have until June 2026 to comply with the Cat Management Bylaws implemented by Nelson City Council and 
Tasman District Council last year.

In Tasman the new requirements are for all domestic cats to be microchipped, be registered on the NZ Companion Animal Register and 
be de-sexed by the time they are six months old.

The purpose of the bylaws is to permanently identify cats as owned pets and protect them from future stray/feral cat population controls.

Microchipping is a straightforward procedure that can be done quickly without sedation.  The 
microchip is about the size of a grain of rice and we place it just under the skin on the back 
of the neck.

As well as identifying your cat as being owned, microchips are the fastest way to reunite cats 
with their families and nowadays can be used with really cool technology like pet doors and 
cat feeders.  So no more worrying about losing your cat and other cats using your cat’s door 
to get in and eat your cat’s food!

Remember:

•  Being microchipped doesn’t automatically register your cat on NZCAR.  To check if your cat 
is registered, go directly to NZCAR’s website and enter your cat’s microchip number.

•  If you don’t know if your cat is microchipped or its number, you might be able to find it 
in vaccination records, vet paperwork or by phoning your vet or bringing your cat in to be 
scanned.

Lumps and Bumps
Animals often get lumps, especially as they get older.  Some lumps are temporary such as 
enlarged glands. But some lumps are permanent and may be benign or malignant.

Benign lumps tend to grow slowly by pushing other types of cells out of the way and don’t spread to other parts of the body.  Malignant 
lumps are the ones we worry about as they invade into neighbouring organs and/or spread in the blood stream.  Malignant tumours are 
what we refer to as cancer.

A lump should definitely be checked out if:
•	 It is growing rapidly
•	 It suddenly gets bigger after being the same size for a long time
•	 It goes up and down in size
•	 It changes in appearance e.g. was smooth but is now knobbly, 
          or was soft and is now hard
•	 There is bleeding or discharge
•	 It annoys the animal

Usually a needle biopsy is the first step to diagnose what sort of lump 
your pet has.  Sometimes follow-up surgery is needed to remove it, 
sometimes they are completely ok to leave alone.

If a lump needs to be removed for whatever reason, it is better for the 
animal (and for your wallet!) to do it earlier/when it is small. 

“...for all creatures great & small...”

Ph 541 8974
info@tcvet.co.nz  *  www.tcvet.co.nz

Edward Street, Wakefield

Head office 35 McGlashen Avenue, Richmond

544 1200 24 hours 

HOURS: 
Monday 8.30 – 5.00 with Brenda consulting all day
Tuesday 8.30 – 5.00 with Brenda - morning consults only
Wednesday 8.30 – 12 Nurse only
Thursday  8.30 – 5.00 with Paula – morning consults only
Friday 8.30 – 12.00 Nurse only



Window On Wakefield   Issue 155 April 2026                                  Page 6

Call: (03) 526 8221 
Visiting Wakefield Health Centre fortnightly
admin@edthynnehearing.co.nz 
edthynnehearing.co.nz

The choice is yours

When it comes to hearing aids, 
one size does not fit all
Let Ed, your local, independent hearing specialist, 
help you find the hearing aid that’s right for you

KURT - 022 599 4069
OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE

Servicing the Top of the South
Small to Medium

Shelterbelts & Hedges
Purpose Built Tractor Mounted

Shelterbelt Trimmer

To make an appointment contact
Wakefield Medical Centre reception

on 03 541 8911

Are you looking for a local Physio?

We are in Wakefield on
Wednesday’s till 7pm

Friday’s till 3pm
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	 by David Win

The autumn colours around the park are looking great especially in the morning 
sunshine. They also attract comment from our grounds people who have the 
falling leaves to contend with!  Our main event for April was the very realistic 
Army Group re-enactment which proved very popular with a large number of 
visitors. 

Don’t miss our 3rd May Steam-Up as it is the last steam-up for the season, 
starting again in September.  This month’s story is about Richard’s restoration 
of his 1955 Leyland Hippo with assistance from Historic Transport Museum 
members Roger, Ray, Hilton & Honk.

Since the age of 16 Richard has worked with and enjoyed, machinery and trucks. 
This included 14 ½ years with B.J.Hale Contractors of Little River where along with 
other machinery he also drove a Leyland Hippo carting logs. The Hippo having a 
heavy flat deck would be loaded with a minimum of 25 tons of logs. At times the 
Hippo was also used to shift a D7 Caterpillar tractor from job to job. Leyland Hippo 
models were a popular choice for the truck fleets of Nelson / Tasman companies 
including Transport Nelson and Kirby’s during the 1950’s-70’s.

As seen in the photo, there was a huge amount of restoration work that was required. 
First impressions were it might be good for scrap however after checking and tinkering 
of the running gear, batteries and an overhauled starter, five turns later it burst into life 
meaning that Richard and team now had a full restoration job on their hands.  The work 
was completed early 2021 (although there are always little things that can be done!!) 
and painted in the colour very similar to the Hale Contractors fleet of the 1950/60’s.

The engine unit of Richard’s Hippo is a 6 cylinder direct injector 125 HP 600 
diesel motor with a 5 speed + 2 speed splitter gearbox and in its working days 
with a load of logs, in low + direct would reach 36 MPH and high + direct 
50MPH – and there was no power steering in those days!

The Leyland Hippo is a 6x4 heavy general service cargo truck manufactured by Leyland Motors Limited, and its successors, from 1929 
and after a number of facelifts, it remained in production for 40 years (to circa 1969).  This great restoration is on display at the Historic 
Transport Museum during our open days 

Upcoming Park activities include:

- 3 May Steam Up & museum sheds open day
Note this is the last Steam Up for the season.

- 7 June museum sheds open, jigger & honey train rides & model trains operating

Follow us on Facebook and www.higginsheritagepark.co.nz

Higgins Heritage Park Happenings

	 by Sonja Lamers

Upcoming meetings:
Tuesday 12 May 2026: coffee meeting at The Villa in Wakefield, 9.45 am onwards
Tuesday 26 May 2026: Mary-Ann Hardcastle (NBPH), talking about Advanced Care Plan, venue Wakefield Fire Brigade, 9.45am-11am.
Tuesday 9 June May 2026: coffee meeting at The Villa in Wakefield, 9.45 am onwards

Live Well Stay Well is a local health and social group that meets twice a month in Wakefield. Our goal is to keep well and healthy, by encouraging 
good health practices and exercise, but also by having a positive social connection with others in our community.  Maybe you are new to the area, 
or feeling a little isolated, and would like to meet and get to know others who live locally, within a friendly environment. Or would you like to learn 
more about our community? Then our group could be for you.

Our group meets twice a month in Wakefield, mostly on a Tuesday morning from 9.45am to 11am.  One Tuesday we will meet in a local 
café for a coffee and chat, and the other Tuesday we have a guest speaker focussing on health knowledge or who can help us understand 
and learn more about our community. This could also be a visit to a local business of interest. We aim to arrange a varied and interesting 
programme.

The group is run on an informal basis and there is no joining fee. However when we have a guest speaker or go out for a visit we do ask for 
a $2 gold coin donation to help us cover the hire of the hall facilities and tea and coffee and/or a small gift for our speaker.  We advertise our 
programme in "Window on Wakefield", your local news magazine, plus on the Community noticeboard in Wakefield.  We also communicate 
what is happening each month by an email group. You are very welcome to join us. We would love to meet you!

If you would like to be on email list, please contact one of the convenors: Sandra 027 609 9202, Sonja 027 374 0500, Christine 027 677 0080

Live Well Stay Well
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Open 7 Days. Courtesy trailers and deliveries available.
38 Artillery Place, Richmond

Ph: 03 5442 076
Email: office@baylandscapes.co.nz

www.baylandscapes.co.nz

Bay Landscapes
& Garden Centre

• Topsoil
• Compost
• Potting mix
• Gravel
• Rocks
• Bark
• Fertilisers
• Pavers

• Topsoil
• Compost
• Potting mix
• Gravel
• Rocks
• Bark
• Fertilisers
• Pavers

• Vegetable Seedlings
• Shrubs
• Perennials
• Natives
• Fruit Trees
• So much more!
• Locally bought, grown, 
 made, and sourced.

• Vegetable Seedlings
• Shrubs
• Perennials
• Natives
• Fruit Trees
• So much more!
• Locally bought, grown, 
 made, and sourced.

 

Saskia is local to the Wakefield region. With 
a deep understanding of the local area and 
a commitment to personalized service, 
Saskia is here to help you navigate your 
financial journey. 

027 819 3167 
saskia.roeske@mtf.co.nz
175 Haven Road 
mtf.co.nz/nelson 

Enviro Horticulture
Grafting & Property Maintenance

P R O P E R T Y  M A I N T E N A N C E

Services include:

 Re vegetation projects  •  Planting and plant advice
 Professional grafting  •  Specialist fruit tree pruning
 Scrub cutting  •  Expert weed control
 Lawn mowing  •  Soft landscaping

National certificates in Amenity Horticulture 
& Nursery production. 33 years experience, 
self employed for 18 years.

Phone Rob Ketel 
021 294 2788
35 Pigeon Valley South Branch Rd,  
RD2, Wakefield 7096

Old man’s beard & passionfruit control
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Camp Day One	 by Rose
Scrrrreeeech, Mum hit the brakes! ‘Hey, I think we’re here!” “Ha!” 
“Mum?” “Yes” “Are we lost?” “What? NO!” Beep, beep! “Oh, that’s 
Jenny!” “Where do we go?” Mum said to Jenny, confused. “We just 
park wherever, I guess?””OK” 
Vrrrmm, screech, click, SLAM! “Rose!” “What?” “Don’t slam the …” 
Broom beep. “Oh, OH, hi Charlotte!” “Hi” I wonder why she's crumpy? 
Maybe she had a nap in the truck and just woke up?  Grooowell, 
oooohh, I’m hungry, I thought as I was unzipping my bag to get my 
lunchbox out.  “OK, I’ll do the boys first” a few minutes later… “OK, 
Kaysie, Rose, Lily, Charlotte, and Maggie follow me,” Denise said as 
she went up the ramp that led to the rooms.

A few hours later, “Dinner time!” ‘Yes!” I whispered happily. Psssh-
hh- that's how loud it was. “Yay-burgers and chips a few minutes 
later.  I was snuggled in my sleeping bag reading my favourite 
book, “LIGHTS OUT!” Hrrrmm, as I fell asleep.

Camp Day One	 by Ayla
I arrived at school on Wednesday. We were five minutes late - it’s 
all good though!  We packed the car with Faith and Madi’s stuff. We 
were off. We had our seatbelts on.  When we got there, we put all 
our stuff in the cabins and went to the beach for a swim and then 
Richard turned up. Richard came to teach us about Maori fishing. 
After we had dinner, we hopped into bed.

Camp Day One	 by George
I was nervous but excited, so I went to school and put my stuff 
into the hall. Then Henry, Austen and I played until the bell rang. 
Denise did the roll and then we got into cars.  I was with Jonathan 
and Austen. Then, we arrived at Marahau and had some food. The 
boys got told where their cabins were. I was with Henry and Cyrus 
and had the top bunk.

Next, everyone prepared to go to the beach. Henry got a stick and 
wrote ‘Help Me in capital letters in the sand. Then, I said, “You 
should write your mum’s phone number?” He said, “Ok,” but the 
water kept rubbing it out. It was annoying me and him, mostly him.
Then, a guy called Richard told everyone about Maori fishing techniques, 
then Henry and I played chess.

Camp Day One 	 by Jasmine
I woke up and mum kept saying it was camp. When I got to school 
everyone was getting their bags out of the cars and into the hall.  
Then we went to the cars. I went in Charlotte’s dad's car. Charlotte’s 
dad wanted a coffee, so we stopped at Maccas. 

Finally, we were at camp. First, the boys into their bunks first. 
Then, the girls went. I was so happy because I was with Delilah, 
Helena and Arden. It was so fun setting up our beds, then we had 
afternoon tea. I had watermelon and a cookie.

Next, we had free time. For that I did drawing. Finally, we had 
dinner. For dinner we had burgers and chips. It was so fun!

What's on Top at Wakefield School
Swimming Sports     by Bonnie
On Thursday it was our school swimming sports. I came second in 
freestyle, fifth in backstroke but I came first in breaststroke.  First the 
Year 4’s raced, then the Year 5’s and then on to the Year 6’s before 
the Year 7’s and the last ones, the Year 8’s.  It was very noisy and 
the pool was very warm.

I made it into Clusters for freestyle and breaststroke where we race 
against other schools like Ranzau, Hope, Brightwater and Appleby. 

The Triathlon     by Harper
On Thursday the 19th of March the whole school had our school triathlon 
in the morning. First up we had the Year 8 boys then Year 8 girls, Year 7 
boys then Year 7 girls, Year 6 then Year 5 all the way to morning tea play. 
After play it was Years 4 and 3. That took us to about 12pm. 

When we do our school triathlon we have to run three laps around 
Faulkner Bush then run back up to the school, grab our bikes then 
bike six laps around Faulkner Bush, then bike up to the school, drop 
your bike at the pump track and take your helmet off and run to the 
pool to swim two lengths.

After lunch at 2.00pm it was time for the Splash and Dash Years 0-2.  
Some senior students had to lead the Splash and Dash to help the 
junior children. I had a lot of fun and don’t forget that ‘tri’ in triathlon 
means three disciplines. Also when there is a sport event, always 
participate in every event in a triathlon. If you participate you will 
have lots of fun.  We did.
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     by Yo Tye

Field Trip to Lone Oak Farm, Bridge Valley, 26 MARCH 2026

A group of enthusiastic members and visitors met at 
Spring Grove Hall before car-pooling and heading up 
Bridge Valley to be met by Colin Gibbs and escorted 
up to the farm airstrip to view the farm boundaries and 
to listen to a fascinating story of the original settlement 
and growth of Lone Oak Farm.

Colin Gibbs is the 4th generation of the Gibbs family 
to own the farm and this qualified the property to be 
awarded the ‘New Zealand Century Farm and Station 
Sesquicentennial Award’ in 2007. 

The first family member to settle here was James 
Gibbs (1806-1892) who arrived in Nelson on 15th 
March 1842 with his wife Ann (nee Robinson) on 
board the ship ‘Bolton’. They started out on Section 
34 Suburban North (Wakapuaka) but after Ann died 
in 1848 James headed south, followed his straying 
cattle up the valley and located them on the property 
where the Gibbs family still live. 

James received a Crown Grant and could purchase 
land at a pound per acre. The farm eventually expanded to 911 acres although it is less than that now having been split between two 
brothers. To care for his two surviving children George and Martha, James hired 16 year old Charlotte Verry from a next door property. 
The following year they married at St John’s Church in Wakefield and over the next 28 years they produced 16 children, although five did 
not make it to adulthood. 

James worked hard to clear the hills and valleys of bracken and fern and to establish pasture land for his expanding herd of cattle and 
sheep. His son Albert, born in 1865, the eleventh child born to himself and Charlotte, took over the farm from his father along with his wife 
Ann (nee Hill). Albert and Ann’s son Philip succeeded him with his wife Nellie (nee Eves). Philip became one of New Zealand’s top dog 
trialists and breeders of Romney sheep, a reputation capably continued by his son Colin. 

Colin and his wife Marilyn live in the third house on the property. This 
house has been extensively renovated and extended and it continues to 
be an appealing building of its era.  A delicious luncheon, provided by 
Marilyn, was served up in the homestead. Marilyn had also assembled an 
extensive display of photos and information and we were all encouraged 
to wander throughout the homestead to look at and read the information. 

Following lunch we wandered over to the ‘Lone Oak’, a huge oak tree 
thought to have been planted in 1848 from an acorn supposedly coming 
from England in James’ pocket. A second huge oak tree planted nearby, 
now with a miniature railway track about its perimeter, was planted after 
it was thought the first would not survive. 

After more discussions and explorations of the railway which had 
been constructed by Colin and Marilyn’s son Nigel as his ‘covid 
project’, we returned to the house for a delicious afternoon tea. The 
congeniality of the visit was extended when Nigel arrived to report 
on a successful cattle sale at the Brightwater sale yards.  

Everyone enjoyed the ‘day in the life of a farming family’ and I am 
sure memories of this special day will linger on for years to come 
and we all extend our thanks to Colin and Marilyn for making it a 
reality.

Waimea South Historical Society

Live Well, Stay Well 

Tuesday 26 May 2026 9.45am—11am 
SSppeeaakkeerr  

  MMaarryy--AAnnnn  HHaarrddccaassttllee  
NNeellssoonn  BBaayyss  PPrriimmaarryy  HHeeaalltthh  

TTaallkk  aabboouutt  AAddvvaanncceedd  CCaarree  PPllaann  
  

  VVeennuuee::  WWaakkeeffiieelldd  FFiirree  BBrriiggaaddee,,    
PPiiggeeoonn  VVaalllleeyy  RRooaadd,,  WWaakkeeffiieelldd..    

  
For information contact Sandra  027 6099202, 
Sonja 027 3740500 or   Christine 027 677 0080 

Tuesday 12 May and 9 June 2026 coffee and a 
chat at Café The Villa,Wakefield at 9.45am 

Can we celebrate your special event or help

remember someone dear to you?

Please send your obituaries, birth announcements, 

wedding stories, other important notices to us at 

windowonwakefield@gmail.com 
or phone 021 221 1009
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IN THE BUSH 
Reporting In From Evie South – President 
 

Welcome to our May monthly update. 
As always our Society volunteers have been busy across all three Scenic Reserves, for which our Society is 
acknowledged as part of the Tasman District Council Reserves Management Plan; the Edward Baigent 
Memorial Scenic Reserve, the Faulkner Bush Scenic Reserve and the Robson’s Scenic Reserve. 
Robson’s has seen a huge push over the last three months and we have been most appreciative of the extra 
work done by the volunteers, of course our supreme volunteer Eric Palmer has again been very pivotal in 
keeping the huge growth of weeds at bay and all the many smaller jobs on his long list. 
 

I personally would have preferred if the person(s) had not cut an area of fence line along the southern end of 
Robson’s, to allow easier access for folks walking dogs, I do commend your other extra efforts.  
However in this instance you have also unwittingly compromised our trapping and planned regeneration 
process for this area. It would be great to actually have a “confidential” open conversation so that we are 
both on the same page and working together for the benefit of this Scenic Reserve. 
 

We look forward to our May/June planting (initially 9th May this could also extend to the 10th as well) at 
the Edward Baigent Memorial Scenic Reserve, the ground area has been prepared and we again have been 
most appreciative of the support from Tasman Bay Asphalt, Jarrod & Jason, together with the Isaac 
Group, for their very generous donation, to fund trees for this extended buffer zone of planting, 500 in total. 
One of our new members (Jenny) was delighted to see a “roost” of 25 Kereru (Wood Pigeon) fly out of our 
taller Totara trees on the eastern side of Robson’s. What a spectacular sight indeed. 

BIRDS IN OUR BUSH 
 

The New Zealand Pigeon, (Hemiphage novaaseelansiae), 
Common Maori names; Kereru, Kuku, Kukupa with one sub 
species found on the Chatham Islands, which is (Hemighage 
chathamensis) – Moriori name Parea which is a larger bird 
but was extremely rare, however it has now recovered to about 
600 birds. All parts of the Kereru were used by the Maori, for 
food, dress, ornaments and battle.  
As food they were collected in great numbers, they were 
snared or speared and preserved in their own fat.  
In 1882 at Opawa, Rawni Kahia and his people snared 8,000 
birds in one strip of Miro bush. 
Kereru were abundant throughout New Zealand but declined 
after the arrival of Europeans, as their forest habitats were 
destroyed and large numbers killed for sport and table.  

Restrictions on hunting were passed in 1864 but had little effect and it was not until 1921 that their decline 
was arrested with them being given full protection. Within New Zealand it is a forest dweller and reaches 
greatest numbers in podocarp forest mixed with hardwood, especially where there is plenty of Miro. It is rare 
to be found in pure beech forest and has adapted to live in many areas far from any forests.  
This is why you will see them in towns or cities that are not too populated. (It is not found in tussock land or 
above bush lines) 
Kereru breed at any time of the year but especially between October and January, the nest is a shallow 
platform of intertwined twigs, and is added to as the incubation of the egg happens. 
Nests are built from 2 metres to 20 metres above the ground. The female lays one smooth white oval egg and 
if lost may lay another one in the same nest. The incubation period is 29-30 days and is shared by both 
parents. They feed on a wide range of plants; it prefers fruit but eats leaves and flowers when fruit is 
unavailable. 
The Kereru plays a vital role within the ecology of the forest; it is mobile has a large mouth which allows 
large fruit to be swallowed whole. With little abrasion of seeds appearing in the gizzards, which then make 
it an ideal “agent” for dispensing seeds. 
The large fruiting podocarps notably Miro and Matai as well as the hardwood species of Karaka, Tawa and 
Taraire, are almost totally dependent on the Kereru for dispersal of their seeds.  

So this beautiful bird, is extremely important, for the survival of our podocarp and hardwood forests. 
 

JOIN OUR TEAM Any spare time?? How about joining up to our telephone tree to let you know when 
we are out and about maintaining our Scenic Reserves.  Kind regards Evie for the Volunteer Team Phone or 
Txt 027 907 2879 Landline 03 541 8980 No message minder Or Email tuiville@xtra.co.nz 
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     by Christine Godfrey

Live Well/Stay Well speaker: 
Rym Lamrani
Community Partnerships Lead Wakefield 
School and Board member Multicultural 
Nelson Tasman
 
Rym Lamrani was the guest speaker at the 
Live Well Stay Well meeting on 21st April.  
She is on the board of Multicultural Nelson 
Tasman - Unity in Diversity - who believe a 
strong multicultural community is built on a 
bicultural foundation. That is why Te Tiriti o 
Waitangi is central to their work - honouring 
its principles while welcoming and celebrating 
the many cultures that make our region home.

She was born in the south of France 
and also has ancestors from Algeria in 
Northern Africa.  She did her Masters 
Degree in Canada and had planned on 
being there for four months and stayed 
12 years. She met her Kiwi husband in 
Montreal and they had two children 
before they came to live in NZ. Rym worked 
for Christchurch City Council and she also 
studied Māori language. They came to live 
at Wai-iti three years ago and had one more child.

Rym Lamrani also works as a Community Partnerships Lead at Wakefield School. This is 
a new role developed in the middle of last year. Depending on funding, the focus is on key 
areas.
  * Identify and address the needs of vulnerable groups
  * Strengthening community cohesion
  * Advancing commitments to Te Tiriti o Waitangi
  * Wants to share volunteering opportunities within the school and the community
 
Some of the nationalities locally are - German, Indian, Japanese, French/Algerian  etc. 

Rym is involved with Wakefield Community Toy Library and looking to find more uses for the 
Toy Library building, the Wakefield School and Community Pool and involved with the Wai-iti 
Sub Catchment group.
Community and school vegetable gardens are always looking for volunteers with spare time.
There were plenty of questions put to Rym and a lively discussion took place.

Do you have (more) time to get involved with the community?    Let's chat.

Rym Lamrani
rym.lamrani@protonmail.com, rym.lamrani@cloud.wakefield.school.nz, 027 228 0289

Live Well Stay Well

027 299 0342
www.smokenandspits.com

Dry Hire Spits, Meat Supplies and Catering 

Ph 541 8312

Television - Aerials and
Installation

Telephone, Internet 
Problems and Installation

tasmancomtech.co.nz
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contact MORTEN for a free quote 
Ph: 021 206 9914 or 541 86 85 

email: mortenlausen@gmail.com
www.nelsonlandscaping.co.nz

www.facebook.com/supergreencare/

*Arborist work
*Tree felling
*Hedge trimming
*Tree stump removal
*Wood chipping
*Planting and re vegetation projects
*And much more green care
  of your property

This is done by a trained arborist
and nurseryman with many years
of experience in plant production

and the landscape business
Full insurance cover while all work is being done

HIDDEN HEART OF JAPAN 
Join us on this 14 day fully-inclusive group tour  

from 27 March to 9 April 2027

$13,480 per person, twin share 
(includes economy class airfares ex Auckland)

Nelson Travel Broker
y o u r  j o u r n e y  s t a r t s  h e r e

Nelson Travel Broker font: AvantGarde Md BT
Byline font: AvantGarde Bk BT

Blue colour: 100c 100m 25y 25k
Grey colour:  60k

Hosted by Sue Ketel

CALL   021 545 799  
EMAIL sue@nelsontravelbroker.co.nz

TOKYO (3N)

NAGANO (1N)

NAGOYA

YUDANAKA

HIMEJI

KOYASAN (1N)

JAPAN

TAKAYAMA (1N)

KYOTO (2N)
OSAKA (2N)












OVERNIGHT FLIGHT

MT FUJI

FUJI FIVE LAKES (1N)

OVERNIGHT
FLIGHT Tour operator

Have an idea for an article or something you have 

written that you would like to submit?

Email us at windowonwakefield@gmail.com
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	 by Medea Grieder-George

April has been a busy and rewarding month at Willow Bank Heritage Village, filled with education, 
community visits, and special events.
We welcomed a local school to our hands-on education programme, where students experienced 
history first-hand using ink nib pens, slate boards, the 1875 Albion Press, and traditional laundry 
methods.

We also hosted Brant Adam Photography for a styled wedding shoot, showcasing the village as 
a unique and memorable setting for couples planning their special day. As we look ahead to the 
2027 wedding season, we’d love to hear from anyone considering Willow Bank as their venue.

In partnership with Tasman District Library, we took part in their holiday programme at Washbourn 
Gardens, where families enjoyed traditional games in the sunshine.

A major highlight was our Apple Harvest Open Day on 19 April. Despite a rainy start, the 
weather cleared and the day went ahead successfully, with a great turnout and hands-on 
apple pressing. Entertainment from RUM, Ragged Crow Morris Dancers, and the Nelson 
Bays Harmony Chorus added to the festive atmosphere. What began as a wet morning 
quickly turned into a lively, enjoyable day of food, entertainment, and fresh apple juice.

We also hosted the Golden Bush Garden Club, who enjoyed scones, hot drinks, and a relaxed, 
fun-filled visit. We love welcoming groups to Willow Bank and can cater for everything from 
garden clubs and community groups to school and tour groups. We’d be delighted to host more 
visitors for a unique and memorable day out at Willow Bank Heritage Village. 

What’s coming up at Willow Bank;
•  29th April – Welcome Wednesday: Enjoy a relaxed midweek visit and soak up the village charm.
•  8th May – High Tea: Bookings essential via our website for this elegant afternoon experience.
• 17th May – Apple & Pear Harvest Open Day: 
Bring your own apples or press some of ours with 
traditional wooden presses and take home fresh 
juice.

Willow Bank Heritage Village

CUSTOM DESIGN & BUILD CHAIRS, SOFAS, OTTOMANS
RECOVERY & REPAIR

Craig 022 351 5989     Cherie 022 352 5991
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Monday 8.30am to 5.30pm - Tuesday 8.30am to 5.30pm - Wednesday 8.30am to 6pm
Thursday 8.30am to 5.30pm - Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm - Saturday 10am to 12pm

Wakefield Plumbing & Gas Fitting
With over 30 years’ experience.

For all your Plumbing & Gas Fitting needs 
including repairs & maintenance. 

Califont & water cylinder installs & replacement.

Ph Les 0220787322
www.wakefieldplumbing.co.nz

               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        

 

Our guest speaker will be John Ridd from the Tasman 
District Council talking about  

 “How the Council sees our Heritage Role” 
 

TThhiiss  ttaallkk  wwiillll  bbee  ffoolllloowweedd  bbyy  tthhee  AAGGMM  aanndd  aafftteerrnnoooonn  tteeaa..  
EEnnqquuiirriieess  021 542 338  

Will be held at the Holy Trinity Church Hall   
27 Dorset St Richmond on  

Thursday May 28th 2026 at 2.00pm. 
You are welcome to attend. 

 
 
  

  
 

Annual General Meeting 
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Wakefield Health Centre
Flu Vaccinations and Covid Boosters
     by Gavin Drummond

Just a reminder that we are now administering our flu and covid vaccinations. The best defence against the flu is to get a yearly flu 
vaccine.  Flu vaccines are available for anyone aged over six months. 

Many people are eligible for a free flu vaccine; you can check with us. Everyone over 65 years of age can have a free vaccine. Covid 
Boosters are free to everyone over 30 years of age.

Non funded flu vaccines will be available at the same time. FLUAD®Quad is a non-funded flu vaccine available to the over 50’s. This 
vaccine has additional ingredients that helps create a stronger immune response and costs $50.

Flu and covid vaccines can be safely given at the same time.

Blood Pressure Monitors
A friendly reminder that if you have one of our Blood Pressure monitors and it is overdue for return, please can you return it to us as soon 
as possible. We have a waiting list for our monitors, and it is important we can share this resource with patients that need it.

Not turning up for your appointment
We are seeing un unfortunate rise in some patients who are not turning up for their booked appointments. This is unhelpful for a number 
of reasons:
•	 Your own health and wellbeing and continuity of care
•	 A missed opportunity for other patients to use the appointment
•	 Financial impact on the Practice

We are one of very few practices in the region who do not charge for missed appointments, as we try to maximise engagement with our 
patients and minimise financial barriers. 

I f  cos t  i s  an  i ssue  fo r  m iss ing  you r 
appo in tmen t ,  p lease  fee l  f ree  to 
d iscuss  th i s  w i th  us . 

Please speak to your GP about this at the 
time of your appointment.

Wakefield Health Centre

Phone 541 8911
12 Edward St  Wakefield

 

 

Surgery hours:
Monday to Friday  8.30am – 5:30pm
Wednesday  8.30am – 7pm

Kia ora Wakefield,

Exciting updates from the Wai-iti Workshop!

We now have Magnus, a local electrician, on board to help with small appliance repairs. To ensure he has the right tools and
parts, please message ahead if you have an electrical item that needs fixing. School holiday fun is coming! We’re teaming up
with the Toy Library for some special activities so keep an eye on our Facebook page for details.

Don’t forget: We’re still collecting clean tetrapaks, plastic lids, and soft plastics for recycling. Drop them off during opening
hours!

Want to get involved or stay in the loop? Follow Wai-iti Workshop on Facebook for events, workshops, and more.

Wai.iti.workshop@gmail.com

The old public library building
61 Edward street

Wai Iti Workshop

Advice and support for 
dress/clothes making and repairs

Sewing machine tuition

"Repair Cafē" electrical repairs 
(ideally contact 021 148 9854 beforehand)

5pm to 7pm 
every 1st and 3rd Monday of a month 

in the Toy Library, 
61 Edward St.
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 G o o d by e s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  f o r  e v e r y o n e  

 Wa i m e a  M e n z s h e d  b u i l t  o u r  t r a i l e r  h e a r s e  f r o m   

r e c y c l e d  r i m u .   T h i s  c a n  b e  t o w e d  by  a n y  v e h i c l e  
w i t h  a  t o w b a r.  O n e  o f  t h e  m a n y  o p t i o n s  w h i c h  c a n  

m a ke  a  f i n a l  f a r e w e l l  u n i q u e .  

Our family caring for your family 

03 546 5700  -  24 hours 

shoneandshirley.co.nz 
 

 

“...for all creatures great & small...”

Ph 541 8974
info@tcvet.co.nz  *  www.tcvet.co.nz

Edward Street, Wakefield

Head office 35 McGlashen Avenue, Richmond

544 1200 24 hours 

HOURS: 
Monday 8.30 – 5.00 with Brenda consulting all day
Tuesday 8.30 – 5.00 with Brenda - morning consults only
Wednesday 8.30 – 12 Nurse only
Thursday  8.30 – 5.00 with Paula – morning consults only
Friday 8.30 – 12.00 Nurse only

 
 

  Rural and Residen�al Fencing   Decks   
  Sheds   Pergolas   Retaining Walls   

 

Call or email today for a free quote 

021 193 6331 
info@fenceworxfoxhill.com  

www.fenceworxfoxhil l .com 

Check out what my clients have to say at  
www.nelsontravelbroker.co.nz

Phone: 021 545 799
Email: sue@nelsontravelbroker.co.nz

A proud member of Travel Connections NZ Limited.

Locally Owned & Operated in Wakefield

Sue Ketel - Travel Broker



Community Classifieds

 

 

 

       
         
           Come and join the ladies Craft Group 
                  held on Wednesday mornings  
               in the Fire Brigade Supper Room 
                            Pigeon Valley Road 
                               9.00am - 12pm 
 
     Bring any project - sewing, knitting, crochet.                   
  Learn to knit or crochet or just come for a look 
           and join us for tea, coffee and company.  
                         Small donation 
 
    For more information phone Judy on 5418342 
 
 

WAKEFIELD TOY LIBRARY

We want to remind everyone that we are always interested to 
hear about what toys you think we should add to our collection. 

You can share your ideas by emailing us on wakefieldtoyli-
brary@gmail.com

or pop in and see us during our opening hours, 
Saturday 10:00am-11:00am and Mondays 3:15pm-4:30pm

The Wakefield Community Toy Library is for everyone!Spring Grove Church of Christ 
Main Rd Spring Grove

Worship and Communion Sundays 10am
You are welcome to attend.

  "God's Love casts out fear"  1 John ch 4 vs 18 NIV
"There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear!"

WAKEFIELD ANGLICAN PARISH

COMMUNITY LUNCHES
These are held at the Anglican Worship Centre 

on 3rd Thursday of the month 
and everyone is most welcome to attend.  

A donation to assist with purchasing 
the food would be appreciated. 
If attending, and it's possible,  

please call Liz Massey
by the Monday 021 1850 168.

May 21st
June 18th
July 16th

August 20th
September 17th

October 15th
November 19th

FOR SALE
F&P wash smart auto washer top load 5.5kg. Immaculate cond $325 
Ph 021862276

FOR SALE
Antique Oak Double Bed & Mattress $550
Phone 027 677 0080

NEW GROUP FORMING
E Bike  or Biking group meeting at the 4 Square supermarket 

on the first Thursday of the month 
starting in May leaving at 10.00 am.

if any one is keen to join us and
bike to the Cafe in Brightwater and back.

Contact Tom Champion  021 1550 665

 
A small enthusiastic & supportive group exchanging ideas 

 

New Participants Welcome 

Wakefield Village Hall 

 

THURSDAY   9:30am -12:00 
 

We welcome all skill levels  

Bring your 

Pencils, Paint & Pastels 
$4 per session includes morning tea 

 
 “A friendly community where experienced artists help creativity flourish.” 

 

Artwork on display @ The Villa Café, Wakefield 
 

Phone/text: 0273081866    Email: aamullan@gmail.com 



In the event of an emergency, your first task is to ensure the safety of your own home, family and neighbours.  Once you have attended to 
this, if you have specialised skills/ equipment, and/or feel you can assist others; or require assistance yourself, please make your way to the 
Welfare Centre which will be at the St Johns Worship Centre in Edward Street [unless notified otherwise].  

Please note that the existence of a Welfare Centre does not absolve each individual from their responsibility to be personally prepared.  
You should ensure that you have your own survival kit in place, and that you are able to be fully self sufficient for at least three days.

In the event of an emergency, for urgent public messages, tune in to:  
More FM 94.1, Classic Hits 89.8, Fresh FM 95.4

Rutherford Memorial Hall
658 Wakefield-Kohatu Highway, Foxhill

Sue White 027 474 6324
www.lordrutherfordhall.org.nz

 
Higgins Heritage Park & Community Fair

info@higginsheritagepark.co.nz

Post Memory NZ
Sarah Arnold 072 341 7820
postmemorynz@gmail.com

Spring Grove Drill Hall
C Stratford 021 0268 5176

Totaradale Golf Club
Catherine or Ali 541 8030 
totaradalegc@gmail.com

Wakefield Anglican Church 
St Johns on the hill

Traditional Service:  9.00am 
1st Sunday of each month

The Worship Centre
Service:  10.30am every Sunday

Food & Faith: 5.00pm every 2nd & 4th Sunday
Ph 541 8883 wakefieldanglican@xtra.co.nz

St Johns Worship Centre
Bookings Nigel Massey 027 243 1207

Wai Iti Workshop:
5pm - 7pm, 1st and 3rd Monday of month 

@ Toy Library, 61 Edward St
waiitiworkshop@gmail.com 021 757 753

For electrical repair inquiries 
please text 021 148 9854

Wakefield  Football  Club
wakefieldfootballclub@gmail.com

www.wakefieldfc.nz

Wakefield Health Centre
541 8911

Wakefield Pharmacy
541 8418

Wakefield  Playcentre
541 7097

Mon & Wed 9:30am - 12noon
Tue, Thurs & Fri 9am - 1pm

wakefield@playcentre.org.nz 

Wakefield  Volunteer  Fire Brigade
CFO Wattie Mortimer 022 492 8841
DCFO Alana Shields 027 309 2953

Willowbank Heritage Village
willowbank2002@gmail.com

Community Directory
Marlborough Nelson Marine 

Radio Assn
Adrian Mullan 021 118 4832

www.mmr.org.nz

NZ Postcard Society Inc
Evie South  541 8980 or 027 907 2879

Spring Grove Church of Christ
Meet Sundays 10am

info.springgrovechurch@gmail.com

Waimea South Historical Society
Yvonne Tye  021 542 338

Wakefield Bowling Club
Phone club rooms on 541 8556 

(Please leave message if 
answerphone comes on).
www.wakefieldbowls.co.nz

Wakefield Community Council
Nathan Dunn 0210 869 0807
wcc.chairperson@gmail.com

Wakefield Village Kindergarten
20 Whitby Way

Phone 021 0227 1762 
or 03 5418086

Wakefield  Tennis  Club
Ngaire Calder  027 279 9938

www.caldertennis.co.nz

Wakefield  Village  Hall
Sarah Ching 03 541 9046

ambynz@hotmail.com

Window on Wakefield
Articles & Content

Sonia Emerson 021 221 1009

Window on Wakefield
Advertising - 027 306 4237
Genie & Lindsay Bradley

Wakefield  School
Edward Street - 541 8332

Wakefield Police
Senior Constable Jamie White
jamie.white2@police.govt.nz

Senior Constable Matthew Berquist
matthew.berquist@police.govt.nz

Sergeant Craig Clayworth
craig.clayworth@police.govt.nz

Non-emergency line – 105
(can ask to be put through to

 on duty officer)

Emergency – 111

Country Players (Drama)
Jen Amosa 541 8139 

enquiries@countryplayers.org.nz
www.countryplayers.wordpress.com

Nelson Vintage Engine &
Machinery Club

 Allan  027 319 7427

Faulkner Bush Kindergarten
24 Treeton Place
029 040 10518

St Joseph’s Catholic Church
Mass - 5pm 2nd Saturday of each month

027 337 4622
office.admin@parish.org.nz

Waimea  Sheepdog Trial Club
Sally Powell 021 773 461
Email: sally@tcvet.co.nz

Waimea Area Quilters 
Kay Norgate 021 0811 4860
Marilyn Gibbs 03 541 8435 

marilyncolingibbs@gmail.com

Wakefield  Bush  Restoration Soc Inc
Evie South  541 8980 or 027 907 2879

Plunket Nelson Area Office
For appointments etc 539 5200

Target Shooting Wakefield
targetshootingwakefield@gmail.com

Holly Gibbons 022 406 1674

Wanderers Sports Club
027 714 6160

jimmy@wandererssports.co.nz

Wakefield Toy Library
Saturday  9.30-11.30am

wakefieldtoylibrary@gmail.com

Wakefield Art Group
Thursdays 9.30am - 12pm

Alison 541 8822

Wakefield Website
www.wakefield.org.nz

Justice of the Peace
Katie Greer - Ph 021 547 756

Wakefield School PTC
ptawakefield@gmail.com

Wakefield  School/ Community  
Swimming  Pool

C/- Wakefield School

NELSON TASMANNELSON TASMAN

CIVIL DEFENCE - WAKEFIELD AREA COMMUNITY RESPONSE

AED DEFIBRILLATOR LOCATIONS - AVAILABLE 24/7

Wakefield Four Square, Wakefield Bowling Club, Wakefield Football Club, Highfield Farm, Kohatu Flat Rock Cafe, Old Tadmor Store, 
Dovedale Hall, 29 Moonlight Road Glenhope, Corner of Totara View Road and Kilkenny Place, Corner of Martin Ave and Lord Auckland 
Road, Southfuels Spring Grove, Belgrove Cafe and Bar [what was], Lake Rotoiti Fire Station, Golden Downs Golf Club, Totaradale Golf Club.



Make the most of your Property 

Sale, take advantage of my local 

experience, and ensure you 

■ Don’t pay too much

commission

■ Pay a fee that

represents value

When you choose me to  

sell your property, I can  

afford to support these local 

community organisations.

Wendy Pearson
Owner and  
Sales Consultant

021 567 722

For an expert 

assessment of 

your property 

please give  

me a call

Proudly 
Supporting


